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round 9



For round 9 of the British Superbike 
Championship we headed to 
Oulton Park in Cheshire. We had 
already visited the roller coast like 
circuit in April for round 2, we had a 
successful weekend there with two 
solid third places and a great battle 
with Alistair Seeley.

 

Going into FP1 we were con�dent 
we had a good set up based o� 
what we used here at round 2. 
However, with the weather looking 
changeable we needed to make 
sure any dry track time we got early 
in the weekend capitalised on.



FP1- with menacing clouds prior to the session, it left the 
temperature feeling a touch chilly meaning I would be 
slightly cautious on my out lap to ensure everything was up 
to optimum temp. After two laps it was clear that the track 
grip levels weren’t great. Therefore, early on I didn’t take 
many risks and concentrated on the feeling with the bike. 
Initially the bike felt good, but as the pace increased it 
began to highlight some areas for improvement. The main 
one being the rear end feel, I was �nding it hard to hold a 
line on the exit of the turns. The rear felt low in its stroke 
meaning it was taking weight o� the front which was 
making the bike wander o� line. 

During my pitstop the data con�rmed what I was feeling, 
and we tried more preload to rectify this issue. More 
preload e�ectively means ‘sti�er’. Straight back out with 11 
minutes remaining, but unfortunately on my out lap the 
red �ag was brought out bringing the session to a stop. 
During the stoppage, we opted to try some sti�er front end 
springs to give me some more support. The session 
restarted with 5 minutes left, however the menacing clouds 
caused us some trouble and it began to rain meaning that 
was the end o� the session.

With the broken up session I didn’t feel like I had got in to 
my rhythm but I took the positives and carried them 
through to FP2.



FP2- between fp1 and fp2 we had a lot of rain. However, the rain stopped about an hour before our session which left in 
suspense to whether if it would dry of stay wet. The 30 minute session started, not many riders went out as the track was 
in between conditions, half wet and half dry. Fortunately, the track looked like it was drying quickly and with 12 minutes 
of the session left I headed out on track to have a look at the condition. On the out lap I could clearly see the track was 
just about dry enough to push on. Therefore, I came in for a new tyre which then left me with 8 minutes to get some fast 
laps in. 8 minutes meant about 4 laps, 2 I had to contend with slower riders leaving me with 2 clear laps. The changes we 
made had some positives and negatives. Finishing the session 4th in class left me feeling frustrated as I knew we had a 
lot of potential but with the lack of laps etc I didn’t get chance to show that.

Overall day 1 didn’t look amazing on paper, but I was happy with what we had worked through settings wise and that left 
me with great con�dence going into the 25 minute qualifying session.



Quali- sun shining 
and track 
temperature rising, 
we were all set to go! 
The plan for session 
was to run out some 
fast consecutive laps 
to try and get into 
my rhythm. I 
planned for 6 fast 
laps, then enter the 
pits for a new rear 
tyre to go and really 
bite the screen for a 
fast lap time.

I stuck the to plan 
and rattled o� some 
fast laps, after 3 laps I 
went a whole 
second quicker than 
the Friday practice 
sessions with a 
1:38:3. 



I felt a lot more comfortable and the changes we made to the chassis really helped which was what made me feel more 
con�dent and relaxed on the bike. With a new tyre in and 10 minutes of the session remaining, it was crunch time! At this 
point I was the 3rd fastest Supersport bike, very closely behind Seeley which made me eager to dig deep and go that bit 
quicker. For the last 6 laps I rattled o� some consistent laps, however they just weren’t quite quick enough to put me on 
the front row. With a best time of 1:38:0, it set me 5th on the grid for race 1 and 3rd Supersport bike. Obviously, it was 
disappointing not to be on the front row, but after analysing the session and looking at the consistency of the other 
riders it was clear that they weren’t quite as consistent in terms of pace. That left me feeling motivated for the race and 
con�dent of a strong pace and result.



Race 1- a good start was 
crucial, if I didn’t get a 
great run into turn 1 and 
a clean �rst lap it would 
make any chance of 
challenging for the race 
win di�cult.

Fortunately, the lights 
went out and I got a great 
jump and charged into 
turn 1 to take 3rd place. I 
wanted to keep moving 
forward and get behind 
my teammate as I knew 
he had some good pace. 
Taking no prisoners, I 
squeezed my way past 
Kyle Ryde to take 2nd. 
Seeley had the same idea 
and nipped passed me 
and shortly after my 
teammate. That left a 
leading trio of 
Supersport bikes and it 
was hotting up to be a 
great battle! 



With two laps sat in behind I decided to make the move on Jack at the �nal turn with a last minute out braking 
manoeuvre, whilst carrying that momentum I went for the same move on Seeley at turn 1 to take the lead…brie�y! 
Having run into the turn 1  faster than usual to make the move stick I ran a bit wide on the exit which then allowed 
Kennedy through. At this point I then decided to sit in behind Jack and use his pace to pull along and away from Seeley. 
Rattling o� some very fast laps and new personal best for me with a 1:37:4. As the laps went by Seeley closed in and Jack 
just slipped away from us. However, that left me and Seeley swapping paint and having an enjoyable battle all the way 
to the �ag. Crossing the line in 3rd and narrowly missing out from beating Seeley it was obviously annoying not the get 
the better of him this time but it made for some great racing!



Race 2- going into the race we made a few minor adjustments to the bike; we just opened the rear compression slightly 
to allow the rear to sit a little easier when getting on the gas. In addition, we also slowed the rebound up to make the 
energy going through the shock slower when it comes back up through the stroke. This would help with rear spin o� the 
turns.  

Starting the race in 3rd meant I was back on the front row which made things a little easier getting o� the line. As the 
lights went out, I got a brilliant jump and getaway from the line but so did Kyle Ryde. Exiting turn 1 in 2nd, but I soon 
wanted to make a move and take the lead. With that in mind, I attacked into the very fast Island bend to take the lead. 
With a pack of menacing riders behind me I rode defensive to make any attack from behind a little di�cult for them. 



With the speed of the Moto 2 bike 
zapping me down the back 
straight that then opened a gap 
and allowed my team mate 
through. Sitting behind them for a 
lap I thought about a similar move 
on Kennedy into the �nal turn but 
knew I wouldn’t make it stick so I 
backed out of it. However, on lap 3 
at Knicker brook chicane Jack 
slipped o� right in front of me but 
fortunately I managed to avoid 
him. 

Taking the lead back from Ryde 
shortly after left me leading the 
pack. Lap 5, the safety car was 
deployed which meant we spent 
3 laps at a steady before it was go 
time again. As the safety car went 
in, I got the hammer down and 
tried to set a hot pace. Ryde hung 
in there and came with me. 

Eventually he passed me, 
therefore I decided to sit behind 
him and see where his strengths 
and weaknesses were. 



He was very good in sector 1 but then I would pull him back in a lot in sector 3 and 4. With Ryde in front, that meant I was 
the �rst Supersport bike. With 17 podiums I was still yet to get my elusive win. With that in mind, I opted not to make any 
mistakes or big moves on Kyle as it would have been daft for me to take any risks and loose the win. Crossing the line �rst 
in class was an amazing feeling! With Kennedy crashing out I pulled back 25 points on him with now just a 37-point 
de�cit, this means it is still all to play for with 6 races remaining.

Delighted to stand on the top of the podium and I would like to thank all my Sponsors and Team for getting me to this 
point.
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NEXT UP

THANKS 
FOR ALL 
YOUR 
SUPPORT!


